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The bestselling author of Abraham  and Walking the Bible turns his attention to America in a groundbreaking look at how Moses shaped the nation’s character—and how he 
can guide us in a time of crisis
"This is one of the most original, intelligent and endlessly fascinating books I have read in years: it should become a set book for anyone wanting to know what truly makes America tick."

—Simon Winchester
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The figure who most shaped American history never lived in America.  But he did lead the first mass movement for freedom, record the greatest legal code ever written, and dream of the original Promised Land.
Moses.

Three thousand years later his dream became a reality in the country that most bears his influence:  
The United States of America.

In AMERICA’S PROPHET:  Moses and the American Story (William Morrow, ON SALE October 6, 2009), best-selling author and television commentator Bruce Feiler tells the remarkable, untold story of how Moses inspired everyone from George Washington to Harriet Tubman, Abraham Lincoln to Martin Luther King, the Statue of Liberty to Superman, Ronald Regan to Barack Obama.  
In his beloved modern classics Abraham, Walking the Bible and Where God Was Born, Bruce Feiler takes readers on fascinating journeys around the world, climbing mountains, airlifting into war zones, and trudging through secret underground passages—all examining how events from the Hebrew Bible still resonate throughout modern culture and politics.  In his boldest book to date, AMERICA’S PROPHET, he reveals how the story of Moses has pervaded American culture and shaped the nation’s core values more than any other figure—including Locke, Einstein, even Jesus.

In his lively, accessible, and meticulously researched new book, Feiler travels across the country to experience the influence of Moses firsthand.  He sails on the trail of the pilgrims (who quoted Moses on the Mayflower); he climbs the bell tower of Independence Hall (where the Liberty Bell bears a quote from Moses); he uncovers the story of how Thomas Jefferson, Benjamin Franklin, and John Adams proposed Moses be on the seal of the United States; he scales the Statue of Liberty (which was modeled on Moses); he visits the Oval Office to witness how presidents from Washington to Lincoln, Reagan to Obama, were inspired by the story of the Exodus.
Feiler shows that the country’s affinity for Moses dates back to Columbus (who likened himself to the Hebrew prophet) and has continued through every major social and political movement from the Revolution to the Civil War to the civil rights movement.  More than simply a look back in time, the book is an exercise in living history, reminding readers of the enduring values that have sustained America during past crises—and that can guide us through the challenges of today.
His fascinating revelations include:
· How the pilgrims arriving in Massachusetts in 1620 likened themselves to the Israelites escaping slavery, casting King James as the pharaoh

· The role Moses played in the Revolutionary War and why two-thirds of the eulogies for George Washington compared him to the Hebrew prophet
· How “Go Down, Moses” became the national anthem of American slaves and the Exodus “the sound track of the Underground Railroad” 

· How the inventors of Superman modeled their superhero after Moses

· Why Barack Obama uses the Moses story to distance himself from Martin Luther King.

AMERICA’S PROPHET brings the Moses story onto the front pages of today by discussing how the story continues to shape American history.  Cecil B. Demille’s epic The Ten Commandments, which casts Moses as an American-style freedom fighter [in the last shot Charlton Heston quotes the Liberty Bell], dominates the ratings every Easter.  The Statue of Liberty, whose tablets and rays of light were directly taken from Moses, reopens to the public for the first time since 9-11 this summer.  And Barack Obama repeatedly evokes the Moses story to shape his presidency.  A few days after announcing his run for the White House in 2007 he said, “As great as Moses was…he didn’t cross over the river to see the Promised Land. Today we’re called to be the Joshuas of our time, to be the generation that finds our way across this river.”
Bruce Feiler’s portrait of Moses in America is a landmark achievement that defines the prophet’s story as a “narrative of hope,” one that continues to challenge all Americans to build a better world.  Both timely and timeless, AMERICA’S PROPHET will forever change how readers think about the past, the present and the possibilities for the future.
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Bruce Feiler is the New York Times bestselling author of eight books, including Walking the Bible, Abraham, and Where God was Born, as well as host of the PBS series Walking the Bible. An award-winning journalist and speaker, he contributes to many publications and is a frequent commentator on National Public Radio, CNN and Fox News.  His work has taken him to over 60 countries on five continents. He lives in Brooklyn with his wife and twin daughters.
Will be a Featured Alternate Selection of Book-of-the-Month Club, History/Military Book Club, Crossings Book Club, The Literary Guild, Quality Paperback Book Club and BOMC2
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